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From Paper to Pixels: Modernizing AT
Transition Portfolio Development

Students with disabilities often retell their educational journey as they transition from grade to
grade and school to school. When sharing about themselves, it's usually helpful to include visual
evidence, such as a video of the student performing a task or a communication board for class
discussions. A portfolio can support this journey. An educational portfolio is a collection of materials
showcasing a student’s learning, skills, achievements, strengths, interests, accommodations, and
assistive technology (AT). A well-developed portfolio can demonstrate an individual's skills and
abilities more effectively than a resume for students with disabilities. Traditional portfolio formats
using three-ring binders are cumbersome, time-consuming, and challenging to manage. A digital
portfolio offers accessibility, easy updates, and customization, ensuring students with disabilities
can effectively advocate for themselves in various settings.

Why are portfolios important?

A digital educational portfolio developed by students in collaboration with their Individualized
Education Program (IEP) team provides self-advocacy and leadership opportunities. Students

can identify their strengths and preferences based on the evidence and experiences they've
captured and their understanding of the support they need for success. They can showcase their
communication style and learning preferences using multiple formats like videos, images, and
audio files. Assistive technology and other accommodations can be documented in the portfolio,
helping students learn and communicate the role of AT in meeting their goals. Research shows that
students who understand how AT supports them and use accurate, specific terminology can better
self-advocate for their AT needs in K-12 and beyond. A digital educational portfolio can empower
students to take control of their lives and build the self-determination skills they will need to
transition through K-12 and beyond.

How to Develop a Portfolio

A digital portfolio should be easy to use and visually appealing. When selecting a digital format,
consider the student's preferences and accessibility needs. In early grades, the portfolio may be
developed and used in unison with the student and family, but in later years, it should be used
more exclusively by the student. Therefore, from the start, let the student take the lead in choosing
the format and contents of the portfolio.
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Choose a Format

When selecting a format, consider how the portfolio will be used. Choose a format that is visually appealing and reflects the
student’s personality. Will the portfolio be accessed on a cell phone, laptop, or other portable device? If so, will it be usable and

presentable on those devices? Will others be contributing to the portfolio? Will private information be shared, and does the format

have security features? Below are popular platforms that are free, customizable, and often used in schools.

Google
Slides

Wakelet

Microsoft
OneNote

Slide
Deck

A free and user-friendly platform
with templates that allow you

to build a basic resume and

add additional experiences and
evidence as you grow.

A free and customizable platform
where you can add text, images,
PDFs, and videos in a timeline
format to demonstrate your skills
and achievements.

A digital notebook that can
organize your academics, work,
skills, and experiences in multiple
formats, including documents,
images, links, audio, video, PDFs,
and presentations.

A familiar format that provides

a structured and professional
presentation of skills and
accomplishments. Free templates
are available to assist in the
layout and flow of the portfolio.

Free storage
of 100MB;
20MB file
attachments

Free, unlimited
storage; upload
files up to
100MB each

Up to 5GB of
free storage on
OneDrive

N/A

Web app

compatible with
most browsers,
computers, and
mobile devices.

Web app

compatible with
most browsers,
computers, and
mobile devices.

Web and
desktop app
compatible with
most browsers,
computers, and
mobile devices.

Web and
desktop app
compatible with
most browsers,
computers, and
mobile devices.

Security features to limit viewing and
editing to invited collaborators.

Multiple collaborators at one time.
Security features limit viewing and
editing to invited collaborators.
Adjustable privacy settings (private,
unlisted, or public). Integrates with
Google Drive, OneDrive, YouTube.

Multiple users can contribute to
the same notebook simultaneously.

Passwords can be used to secure who

can view and edit each section or the
whole notebook.

Share slides via email, cloud services,
or direct links. Security features allow
you to control who can view and

edit the slides. Slides saved in PDF

format support encryption of sensitive

information.



Suggested Contents

When selecting the contents for the portfolio, consider highlighting the student’s strengths,
preferences, interests, and needs. The portfolio should represent the best of the student while also
demonstrating the tools, resources, and strategies they use to be successful. Highlight the student’s
career interests and experiences that are guiding them down their career path. Here are some
items to consider. Feel free to add more to the portfolio to make it work for the student.

Introduction

Educational
Background

Career

Development

Resources

* One-page
document
with strengths,
preferences,
interests, and
needs

* Personal
interests or
hobbies

* Education and
career goals

Conclusion

Documentation of
disability
Most recent IEP

Academic
performance

Certifications
earned

Awards received

References and
recommendations
from teachers

Career interests
and goals

Resume

Photos or videos
at work or while
volunteering

Samples of
work, essays,
and special
projects

References from
employers and
mentors

Information

on community
agencies
(DARS, CSB,
Transportation,
etc.)

Assistive
technology
devices,
services,
and support
information

Health
information and
resources

Housing
resources

As students transition beyond high school, IEPs are no longer available. However, documentation
of disability and support needs is essential to gain benefits and accommodations. A portfolio can
house this crucial information. By fostering a culture of self-advocacy and leveraging digital tools
like portfolios, we empower students with disabilities to strive for their postsecondary goals.

The contents were developed under a contract #881-APE62524-H027A220107 from the Virginia Department of Education.
Virginia Commonwealth University, School of Education is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution providing
access to education and employment without regard to age, race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation,
veteran’s status, political affiliation, or disability. If specific accommodations are needed, please contact the Center on
Transition Innovations at transition@vcu.edu.
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